SCHOOL FARM NATURE CENTER

LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL

_‘i"jEOWERS JOHNSON

oooooooooooooooooooooo

Bloomfield Hills Schools and Oakland County Parks
Public Engagement Result Summary

Liz Caltagirone, OCP Data Analyst
November 24, 2025

BH SAKLAND Betong Heve
womicdiine - COUNTY PARKS EXCEL ANYWHERE




Overview

Stakeholders:

® Bloomfield Hills Schools
o Bowers School Farm
Purpose of online survey: O Johnson Nature Center
® Measure the amount of public support for e Oakland County Parks
Bloomfield Hills Schools to continue dialogue with e Bloomfield Hills Schools residents
Oakland County Parks about this potential e Current and potential visitors to Bowers School
partnership. Farm and the Johnson Nature Center
® Determine community priorities related to Bowers Engagement Opportunities:
School Farm and the Johnson Nature Center. e Saturday, October 18, 2025 — In-Person @
® Analyze how often these facilities are visited and Bowers School Farm
the different ways visitors use them. e Monday, October 20t, 2025 — In-Person @
Johnson Nature Center
® October 6" — October 31st— Online survey open
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Community Feedback at a Glance

e Engagement Overview:
o Nearly 750 participants (646 complete, valid
online responses, 80 in-person)

e Opinions on Potential Partnership:
©  61% in support
o 25% need more information to decide
o 14% not in support
o  These groups of participants are most
opposed by percentage:
m  Residents of zipcodes in Bloomfield
Township (21%)
m  Respondents who have donated
money to the Johnson Nature Center
(21%)
m  Respondents who have never visited

I}H: Bowers School Farm (23%)
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e Community Priorities:

O

Participants highly value agriculture
education, weekend events, natural
areasltrails, and youth education
opportunities

Popular activities include the farm store and
kitchen, Fall Festival, field trips, and hiking

e Differences by Group:

O

The following factors influence results: the age
of the participant, whether the participant has
children under 19 y/o, how often they visit
the locations, and whether they are in support
of the potential partnership
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Participant Demographics

97% live within Oakland County

o  32% live in Bloomfield Township

o  27% live in Bloomfield Hills
68% live within Bloomfield Hills Schools
district boundaries

41% are a parent or guardian of a child
currently enrolled in Bloomfield Hills Schools

56% have children under 19 years old in
their household

o  Most common child age range is 6-11 years
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Representation

Demographic 6: What is your gender?

® The 35-54 y/o age range is greatly over-represented Female 69%
. . . 26%
compared to the 10-minute drive service areas for both Male
o Prefer not to answer 6%
faCIlItIeS O.ID 0.|1 0.|2 0.|3 0.|4 0:5 0:6 O.I'! 0.8
o  The 25-34 y/o age range is under-represented Proportion of Responses

® Participants overwhelmingly identify as female and are
over-represented relative to the service area

Demographic 7: Which of the following best describes your
race/ethnicity?

e White participants are over-represented relative to the White 84%
. . . . . 6%
service area, while Black, Hispanic, and Asian other
Prefer not to answer 4| 3%
respondents are under-represented. .
Asian or Asian Indian 4| 2%
Hispanic or Latino/a ZI%
0.35 Demographic 5: What is your age? Black or African American | 1% |
30% Middle Eastern or North || 1o,
9 0.30 + Native American Drf{é‘é‘?{g 1% Service Area (10-min drive) demographics
g 0.25 - Native Hawaii_a_n m!‘lgg#g? 0% | Under-represented with reference to service areo
% Pacific Islander | Over-represented with reference to service area
& 0.20 1 Mixed 4 0%
%5 | Accurately represented with reference to service area
§ 0.157 0.0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 L0
£ Proportion of Responses
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Opinions on Potential Partnership

® 61% in favor (includes 59% “yes”, 1.5% “yes, with
conditions”, and 0.5% “leaning yes”)

® 25% need more information to decide

e 14% opposed

® These groups of respondents are most opposed:

o Residents of zipcodes in Bloomfield Township
(21%)

o Respondents who have donated money to the
Johnson Nature Center (21%)

o Respondents who have never visited Bowers

School Farm (23%)
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61%

in favor/leaning yes

14%

opposed/leaning no

25%

need more information

City by In Favor of Partnership?

Axis Variable
Bloomfield

S TR ——

West Bloomfield
Troy
Birmingham
Royal Oak
Waterford
Rochester Hills
Brandon

Beverly Hills

[ Other
B ! need more information

M No
I Yes

70% 100%

80%

40% 50% 60% 0%

% of Total

0% 10% 20% 30%
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Bowers School Farm

Q1. Approximately how many guests do you estimate visit Bowers School Farm annually?
Q2. How often do you visit Bowers School Farm?

BSF 1: Approximately how many guests do you
estimate visit Bowers School Farm annually?

e 13% of participants guessed correctly that

10,000
Bowers School Farm sees 40,000 visitors 20,000 28%

30,000 ! 1 1 | | 25%
annually o

50,000 17%

T T T T T
0.10 0.15 0.20 0.25 0.30 0.35
Proportion of Responses

k T
0.00 0.05

e 49% of participants visit Bowers School

BSF 2: How often do you visit Bowers School Farm?

Farm more than once but less than 10 I've never visited Bowers
. School Farm
tlmes per year Less than once a year
e 17% visit more than once per month e an 10 fimes a year %

Once a month

e 5% have never visited

More than once a month 17%

T T T
0.0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6
Proportion of Responses
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Bowers School Farm

Q3. Are you actively supporting Bowers School Farm in any of the following ways?

BSF 3: Are you actively supporting Bowers School
Farm in any of the following ways?

Purchased a

e 83% of participants say they actively Puchased
support Bowers School Farm in some way wlunteered

Other:

Monetary donations

I T T T T T
0.00 0.05 0.10 0.15 0.20 0.25 0.30
Proportion of Responses

25cy0 have pU rChaSGd a mem berSh | p BSF 3: Supporting Bowers School Farm: Topics of

“Other" responses

°
e 22% have volunteered e
e 16% have made monetary donations e
e 20% contribute in some other way: P Fvents
o  Purchasing items from the farm e
o  Attending school or camp ranes o
o Various others Would i the future

T T T T
0.00 0.01 0.02 0.03 0.04 0.05
Proportion of Responses
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Bowers School Farm

Q4. If you have visited Bowers School Farm, what did you do on your visit?

BSF 4: If you have visited Bowers School Farm,
what did you do on your visit?

Used the farm store & kitchen

Attended Fall Festival

Attended weekend events and activities

Attended the Winter Park

Went on a grade K-5 field trip

Used the Farm Recreation Activity Building

Attended animal experiences

Attended summer camp or youth programs

Volunteered

Used membership offerings and benefits

Participated in 4-H or FFA

Attended grade 6-12 school day environmental education
Other

Used community and horticultural gardens

Attended community classes

Attended historical interpretation and heritage programs
In my role as an employee of Bloomfield Hills Schools
Booked space for a birthday party

Have not visited

T T T T T
0.0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7
Proportion of Responses

e 56% of participants have used the
farm store and kitchen when visiting

e 53% have attended the Fall Festival
and 46% have attended Winter Park

BSF 4: Activities at Bowers School Farm: Topics of
“Other" responses

Private Event/Meeting 1.5%

Equestrian 1.2%
Misc 1.1%
Boy/Girl Scout
Employee/Volunteer 0.8%
Recreation 0.5%
Event 0.3%

Student 0.2%

T T T T T
0.000 0.005 0.010 0.015 0.020 0.025 0.030
Proportion of Responses
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Bowers School Farm

Q5. How important to you are the following Bowers School Farm offerings?

BSF 5: How important to you are the following BSF 5: How important to you are the following
Bowers School Farm offerings? Bowers School Farm offerings?

Animal experiences -

Grade K-5 field trip -

Summer camp or youth programs -

Grade &-12 school day environmental education
Weekend events and activities —
Community and horticultural gardens -

Fall Festival B

4-H or FFA B

The farm store & kitchen -

Farm Recreation Activity Building B

Winter Park 1

Community classes -

Volunteer opportunities Bowers -
Historical interpretation and heritage programs - mmm Not Important
B Somewhat Important

I Very Important

Membership offerings and benefits B

e M i
/ i i

| - 410 Tl 1 1
I-m- Rental space for a birthday party | Jo | | d |
T T

3.00 275 250 2.25 2.00 175 150 1.25 100 50% 40%30% 20% 10% 0% 10% 20% 30% 40%50%60%70% BD% 90%
Average (3=Very important, 1=Not important) Percentage of Responses
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Bowers School Farm

Q6. How important to you are the following features and activities?

BSF 6: How important to you are the following BSF 6: How important to you are the following
features and activities? features and activities?

.--“-- Healthy forest and natural areas_Bowers 1
-- -- Agricultural education -
-- -- Updated barns and animal care areas -

.- -- Mo cost access to trails and pathways -
.- -- Quiet areas and scenic views_Bowers B
I- -- Visitor amenities B
I- -- Farm-to-table experiences -
I-ﬂ-- Winter access and activities B
- _- Community events and entertainment spaces
- _- Adventure options -
- Am- Therapeutic riding and egquestrian pregrams
. m- History of farming and heritage agriculture 4
I_E- Playgrounds and play features - ! 3 ! !
m- Impreved parking and traffic flow i 18% | B == somewhat Important
E- Dedicated event space - L Very Important
3.00 2.13'5 2.:50 2.|25 2.60 1.11'5 l.|50 l.EZS 40|% 3DI% ZUII% 16% O‘I’ﬁ: lDI% 20|% 3DI% 4DI% 5[]:% GEIP% ?DI% B[II'% 90|%
Average (3=Very important, 1=Not important) Percentage of Responses
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Bowers School Farm

Q7. How important is it to you that Bloomfield Hills Schools maintain ownership of
Bowers School Farm?

BSF 7: How important is it to you that Bloomfield
Hills Schools maintain ownership of Bowers School

e 58% of respondents say that Bloomfield S Farm?
Hills Schools maintaining ownership of Not important
Bowers School Farm is very important Somewhat important

e 17% say it is somewhat important very important

0.0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7
Proportion of Responses
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Bowers School Farm

Q8. Please share your creative ideas for the future of Bowers School Farm, such as
new amenities and activities.

Partner with plain air painting

. . Please share your creative ideas for the future of Play structures and playground
groups and bring artists to the Bowers School Farm, such as new amenities and for children
farm activities [responses by topic]

\ Farm and animals

Education and school programs

=

It would be great to have
accessible trails for quiet walks

=

Community and events
Expanded STEM programs and Kids and family activities

integration of student research Natural features

Facility access and open hours

Topic

Bowers programs or improvements

Misc
Offer community garden plots Outdoor recreation Open the ropes course for public
with oversight on gardening Seasonal or special events use

Equestrian and horse programs
\ Partnership or collaboration 7

T T T
0 50 100 150 200 250

Number of Comments
Bloomfield Hills
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Bowers School Farm

Q9. Do you have any other comments, questions, concerns, or suggestions?

Bowers Farm is an important
part of the Bloomfield Schools
community and it's important to
keep the relationship there for
our children

— =

We love Bowers. Please do not
move forward with this plan.
Work with the community, the
Bloomfield Foundation, grants,
etc. to help with costs. Charge
more for out of district field trips,
perhaps?”

— =

Bloomlield Hills

Schools

Topic

Bowers School Farm: Do you have any other comments,
questions, concerns, or suggestions? [responses by topic]

Nature/Trails & Outdoor Access 4 31 I 25 | 199 | 255
Farms & Gardens 1 26 I 248 I 192 | 239
Field Trips & Guided Experiences | 30 I 21 l 169 | 220
Youth/Families & Recreation 4 25 |14| 158 | 197
Community Engagement & Pride 21 I 120 | 147
partnerships 4 28 [13] 89 | 130
Conservation & Stewardship 4 20 I 81 | 108
Accessibility & Equity 4 27 I a8 82
Facilities & Infrastructure 4 14| I 61 81 Izslenlt’ion;iir:rte
Community Worries4 29 |12} 39 80 @ Neutral
Misc 3 MNegative
ll) 5|0 llI)O 15;0 2 [I)O 2 fI)O 300

Number of Comments

Be@on} ﬁer

Expand curricular programs to
grades 6-12. The programs
seem mostly limited to grade
schoolers

e

Camps are amazing but so
difficult to get into. Perhaps a
lottery selection would be better

=

Outdoor (green) spaces are
more important than ever. We
need to keep and maintain them
for public use

=
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Johnson Nature Center

Q1. Approximately how many guests do you estimate visit the Johnson Nature Center annually?
Q2. How often do you visit the Johnson Nature Center?

JNC 1: Approximately how many guests do you
estimate visit the Johnson Nature Center annually?

e 25% of participants guessed correctly that 2000
the Johnson Nature Center sees 10,000 4,000
visitors annually oo

10,000

12,000 ! ! : : 24%

f T T T T T T
0.00 0.05 0.10 0.15 0.20 0.25 0.30 0.35
Proportion of Responses

e 42% of participants visit the Johnson

JNC 2: How often do you visit the Johnson Nature

Nature Center more than once but less rve never isted he el

an 19 times per year e
e 9% visit more than once per month fhan 10 times
e 12% have never visited More than once a month

T T T T T
0.0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6
Proportion of Responses
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Johnson Nature Center

Q3. Are you actively supporting the Johnson Nature Center in any of the following ways?

JNC 3: Are you actively supporting the Johnson

P 500/0 Of parthlpantS Say they aCtlvely Natue Ceteri any fthefollc:wing ways?

Donated money

support the Johnson Nature Center in volunteered

SO m e Way Attended Forest to Table

fundraising event

Purchased a membership

T U T T T
0.000 0.025 0.050 0.075 0.100 0.125 0.150 0.175 0.200

e 13% have donated money Proporcon o Responses

1 2 0/0 have VOI U ntee red JNC 3: Suppnrtlng ]ohnsan Nature Center: Topics of

“Other" responses

e 7% have attended a Forest to Table SchoolClass
fundraising event T
e 7% have purchased a membership -
11% contribute in some other way: e e W3
o  Attending school/class 000 001 082 003 004 005

Proportion of Responses

o Attending a program/event
o  Various others
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Johnson Nature Center

Q4. If you have visited the Johnson Nature Center, what did you do on your visit?

JNC 4: If you have visited the Johnson Nature
Center, what did you do on your visit?

No cost access to trails and hiking

K-12 environmental education programming
Visited the deer pen/rescued animals
Visited the Log Cabin/Early Settlers Learning
Attended maple sugaring events

None of the above

Attended Art Walks 15%

Participated in bird walks and pond studies / 14%
Went fishing
Volunteered

Attended Forest to Table events
Other
In my role as an employee of Bloomfield Hills Schools

Rented space for a birthday party

Went fishing

T T T T
0.0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7
Proportion of Responses

® 59% of participants have used the trails and
hiking opportunities while visiting

® 46% have taken part in K-12 environmental
education programming

® 45% have visited the deer pen/rescued
animals

Bloomfield Hills

Schools

JNC 4: Activities at Johnson Nature Center: Topics
of "Other"” responses

1%
1%

Summer Camp
Event/Meeting
Misc

Tree School
Private Event
Recreation
Boy/Girl Scout
School/Class

0.000  0.005 0.010 0.015 0.020 0.025 0.030
Proportion of Responses
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Johnson Nature Center

Q5. How important to you are the following Johnson Nature Center offerings?

JNC 5: How important to you are the following JNC 5: How important to you are the following
Johnson Nature Center offerings? Johnson Nature Center offerings?

I--m-- Mo cost trails and hiking =
I--m-- K-12 environmental education programming o
I- -- Bird walks and pond studies -
I- '-- Maple sugaring events =
|- -- The deer penfrescued animals 1
-m-- The Log Cabin/Early Settlers Learning =
._m- Volunteer opportunities JNC 1
m- Forest to Table events q
m- Fishing =

i-m- Rental space 1M
T T T T

3.00 2. 75 2. 50 2. 25 2. 00 L ?5 1. 50 1. 25 1.00 50% 40% 30% 20% 10% 0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%
Average (3=Very important, 1=Not important) Percentage of Responses
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Johnson Nature Center

Q6. How important to you are the following features and activities?

JNC 6: How important to you are the following JNC 6: How important to you are the following
features and activities? features and activities?

I--m-- Healthy forest and natural areas_|NC T
---- Quiet areas and scenic views_JNC T
-- -- Boardwalk repairs and improvements -

I- -- Wildlife viewing areas -
- -- Trail system upgrades -
- -- Seasonal recreation E
-‘-- Ambassador animals -

- _- Land history and local heritage -
- _- Renewable energy/sustainability initiatives -
. m- Maple Sugaring demonstration improvements
. m- Outdoor pavilion and nature play -
—m- Parking lot enhancement and visitor amenities -

N

T T T T T T 1
3.00 2.75 250 225 2.00 175 150

mmm Not Important
B Somewhat Important
HEm Very Important

T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T
1.25 1.00 40% 30% 20% 10% 0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%
Average (3=Very important, 1=Not important) Percentage of Responses
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Johnson Nature Center

Q7. How important is it to you that Bloomfield Hills Schools maintain ownership of
the Johnson Nature Center?

JNC 7: How important is it to you that Bloomfield
Hills Schools maintain ownership of the Johnson

e 54% of participants say that Bloomfield S ___ Nature Center?
Hills Schools maintaining ownership of the Not important
Johnson Nature Center is very important Somewhat important

Very important

e 18% say it is somewhat important

0.0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7
Proportion of Responses

Bﬁ Beto ng Heve

Bloomfield Hills

EXCEL ANYWHERE




Johnson Nature Center

Q8. Please share your creative ideas for the future of the Johnson Nature Center,
such as new amenities and activities.

Wildlife signage related to Please share your creative ideas for the future of
potential species we might spot the Johnson Nature Center, such as new amenities

and activities [responses by topic]
at the nature center Natural preservation | | i

116 Guided hikes with naturalist....
\ Environmental education

114 Snow shoe and smores, qr code
Community and school partnerships interactive displays, stargazing
activity, arts and crafts

=

We LOVED the fairy gardens
last year: both on the nature trail
and the homes from the middle

school. Such a fun art
installation

=

Trails and outdoor access
Cross overs with university Misc
programs, enhancing Facilities and space improvements
environment concerns with like
minded companies

Family and kids activities

Topic

Events and festivals
Wildlife and conservation efforts
\ Farms and gardens

Accessibility and inclusivity

Recreation programs and activities
Open hours extended Volunteer and stewardship opportunities

Increased promotion

T T T T T
\ 0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140

BEQong ﬁere
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Johnson Nature Center

Q9. Do you have any other comments, questions, concerns, or suggestions?

| feel like the community is not
aware enough about the nature

Johnson Nature Center: Do you have any other comments, center. | th_ink that 'if people
We enjoy the trails to get some questions, concerns, or suggestions? [responses by topic] knew about it more, it would be
peace and quiet without having Nature/Trails & Outdoor Access | 14 I 30 | 121 165 used way more
to travel farm from home! Field Trips & Guided Experiences 4 I 25 I 93 | 127 /
\ Youth/Families & Recreation { |12 | 74 | 90
Community Engagement & Pride 4 | 54 | 62 Bring program costs down
Misc | 14 43 | 60
'§- Facilities & Infrastructure I 12 39 | 57 7
a Partnerships {12 11| 32 55
This is such an important asset Conservation & Stewardship {22 | | 37 55 Sounds like you want to pave it
to protect. It is already well Community Worries {13 [13 | 19 [45 Sentiment over for yoga studios, corporate
visited, so bringing in more Accessibility & Equity - 51 [ = :"5';"’? party rental pavilions, and cross
visitors might make things worse Farms & Gardens J| |23 | 34 g N:;ar,jve country skiing — this was
for everyone . supposed to be a natural area,

0 25 50 75 100 125 150 175 200 not a playground
\ Number of Comments y
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Thank you!
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:FI: Survey Results [=N4INN®,

646 responses COUNTY PARKS

Bloomfield Hills

Schools

Support For Dialogue With
Oakland County Parks

61%

in favor/leaning yes

14%

opposed/leaning no

25% need more information to make their decision

L BOWERS

SCHOOL FARM NATURE CENTER

BLOOMFIELD HILLS SCHOOLS
BLOOMFIELD HILLS SCHOOLS

40,000 annual visitors 10,000 annual visitors

75% 712%

say Bloomfield Hills Schools maintaining ownership of say Bloomfield Hills Schools maintaining ownership of
Bowers School Farm is somewhat or very important Johnson Nature Center is somewhat or very important
O
Popular Features Popular Features
* Farm store and kitchen (56%) * Trails and hiking (59%)
¢ Fall Festival event (53% attended) * Youth education (46%)
e Winter Park event (46% attended) * Visiting rescue animals (45%)
* Grade K-5 field trip (42%) * Maple sugaring (33% attended)
Respondents value... Respondents value...
* Agriculture education * Natural areas and trails
* Weekend events * Youth education opportunities
* Natural areas, trails, quiet space




